February 11, 19*66 



Bear #/ r. Augusts 


The copper plate you submitted containing an engrav- 
ing purporting to bs s $6 Maryland bill of credit of the 
April 10, I??!* emission has been carefully studied* 

I sm enclosing a photocopy of a genuine bill of the 
identical denomination and Issue and you will note that the 
genuine bills are made from a combination of cet type, engraved 
border cuts and an engraved arms cut rather than from an 
intaglio. Therefore the plate in not genuine. 

I ©n enclosing © photocopy of & counterfeit of the $6 
1??0 issue which was printed at that time fr m an engraved 
plate but you will note that the position and rise of the 
lettering is altogether different from that on your engraved 

plate* 


The plate has an error 5n that the ”t” is omitted in 
the word "at" on the fifth line of the text. This is appar- 
ently because the "at" did not rint well in the original bills* 
ft the end of the eighth line the word "A5f* is much oversia® 

In both the original and on the plrtef similarly, every letter, 
ornament end vignette in the orlr nal is exactly the same general 
siss ss on the plate and in the sens® general position. 

In examining the plate one can sea that the second n t>* 
of the word "BIT! * in the seventh line is bedly eaten away with 
acid a a ©re areas around "3D" in "kOWDOU* in the fifth line 
and the center of the "R" in "MARYLAND. You will also note 
that the first "C" in the Roman date is only partially etched* 
This proven, positively, that the late is e photoengraving 
of poor quality and was intended to make souvenirs or fakes* 

The photoengraving process vas, of course, not developed 
until after photography was developed and therefore the late 



P«ge 2 

Hr. Richard August 


February XI, 1966 


wo Id have to be produced wit* in the last 1 0 years* 

If the plat© had numbering or signature* on It it 
could have been for «r illustration in © book but elnee it has 
neither it appears that it is intended to be filled in by hand* 

You therefore, have a pie e for a modern fake and do 
not have & Colonial counterfeit piste. The plate is returned 
herewith and, unfortunately, is of no importance* 

It was a pleasure to have the opportunity to examine 
this item. 


Very truly yours. 


hillC ?. SEVMAtf HUH IS HA TIC 
EDO -TAT I! 3 SOCI EfX 


E PH 

at 


F*S. I as uae you forgot to enclose the $X es it wa© not in 
the package* 
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Dear Mr. Newman, 

Please forgive me for not writing you sooner.! have not at all 
forgotten your requests , and I feel quite , guilty* at net having been 
able to help you out as of yet, but please remember that I am a stmdent , 
and it *s hard to get around to finding a good photographer to picture coins. 

I want to do this right and not just half-right. 

I was a bit surprised that you asked again for me to send you my 
so-called ’non-replaceable ' coins after you had .written that you 
understood my position about not wishing to send these items through the 
mails . I feel that good photographs sent' to you will do the trick. I only 
hope that I can do this sometime during the summer. The request you 
make to send the coins certified and not registered I cannot accept, _ or 
cerified mail is more risky and not less risky than registered mail. 

Just because you think that you do not have to state what is inside a 
?e whann you sand a certified piece of mail is no$ guarantee of 
s^^gjSjbf or my coins. ^ 

^ Again, I hope you understand my posit ion, but 53H9 I want to help 
vou but very much and hope I can get you some nice pictures. 

The obverses on the 1771 and 1775 Machins are the same, I’ve r&checked. 
The rubbings must not have arrived to you in great condition. 

I just picked up a nice Vlack 4 Machin Mills.lt is a clean fine 
on a light brown planchet which is larger than Vlack's plate coin. My coin 
does not have as much detail in the wreath, but neither does it have any 
of the planchet flaws like those in hi3 coin. 

Needless to say I do scout R,I. for counterfeit halfpence , and am aware 
of the origin of the word ’Bungt own ’ .Believe it or not, a few years ago 
someone I know was offered a sack of old halfpennies for 25 ^ each ^ did 
not buy them. I cannot trace this sack down, but it must be around somewhere.... 
and with it a lot of history in Machin Mills coins. 

I have not and will not forget you. I hope I can help you out sooner 
rather than later... and at the same time find a nice photographer to 
picture coins for me. 

Sincerely, * 





May 29 , 1967 



I am glad you are going to take pictures of the two 
items I requested. I find it best to have the pictures 
taken on the film the exact size of the coins themselves. 
If this cannot be accomplished, be sure to put a ruler or 
scale in the picture so that it can be enlarged back to 
exact size. 

Hope you find the elusive sack. 

Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 
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February 22,1966 



Dear Mr. August : 


Thank you for the $2,00 contribution 
to this organization. 

My early book on Fugio die varieties 
which, unfortunately, needs to be brought up 
to date, can probably be obtained from Aaron 
Feldman, P.O.Box 8f>l* Ansonia Station, New 
York, New York 10023. I suggest that you 
write him. 


Sincerely yours. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 


BPN/atb 



1 



Dear **r. Newman, . . _ , 

Enclosed is a Vermonts Ryder 3 which I bought on a money 

back guarantee and which I now take to be not genuine# Bill nton 
nas told me that it is a centrifugal cast, in any event the person 
from whom I bought the coin will not take Anton ; s word sinee ne does 
not know him. suggested that I contact either you, Ford or Breen, but 
since you are probably considered the dean of American Numismatics 
I decided to send the coin to you. Since x paid £2^0 for tne coin to 
nr, Sheldon Adler of Su-Deb Coin Company, 29 Diane Drive, -anchester, 

Conn., it is quite important for me to find out one way or the other. 

Please check the coin out for me and write down your findings with, 
appropriate data.^-f possible, can you take a picture, -xerox, or rubbing 
of the coin so that you can indicate that tne enclosed coin is the 
one you talk about. By signing that reproduction of the coin, r. Adler 
cannot claim that I sent you the wrong coin. Please mail me your findings 
and the coin as soon as possible, x nave enclosed *>3 For any handling 
problems. Snould you need more money,! will send it for 1 must have this done, 

many 1 hanks. 


Richard August 

P.S. The hole on the edge was made by Anton when he tested the coin. If 
you can readily patch this up, please do. if not, not. 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 

6450 Cecil Avenue , St. Louis 5, Missouri 


January 17, 1967 


Mr, Richard August 
186 Waterman St. 

Providence* Rhode Inland 

Dear Hr. Augusts 

Receipt is acknowledged of your letter of January 11, 
1967 enclosing a Vermont copper. Rider 3, inquiring as to its 
genuineness. 

This coin weighs l£li grains end has a specific gravity 
of 8.5. if turned on its vertical axis the reverse is upright# 
The copper is somewhat yellower than the copper customarily 
found in those pieces. 

There is a raised lump to the right of the upper part 
of the 5 of the date, which lump I have never seen before. The 
edge is very artificial, having been extensively worked on 
between the S of VERMOUTS and the R of REX. There is a dig 
in the edge left of the L of PUBLIC A and two digs straddling 
the S of VERHOHTS. If the raised area on the edge were the 
port into which the metal flowed in a centrifugal casting, 
the metal should be more porous in that area than in the bal- 
ance of the coin, this is true in this iece, which shows 
gas holes in the metal on both faces near this area. These 
gas holes ©re not found in other areas on the coin. The 
border beading opposite the E of RES end opposite the M 0 of 
VERMOHTS la fused end was not esused by circulation injuries 
but is a casting defect} the lump next to the $ in the date, 
therefore, is likely to be a casting defect rather than a 
chip out of the die. The coin is thicker than other Vermont 
pieces of the same variety but since Vermont pieces vary 
substantially in thickness this would only oraate suspicion. 

In our opinion, therefore, this coin is a centrifugal 
cast, and not genuine. It has been carefully colored, polished 
and filed, particularly on the edge. 

Testing the edge of a coin serves little purpose when 
the coin is a easting and we con do nothing about patohing 
any test marks. 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 
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Dear Mr. Newman, , _ ... 

I lust wished to drop you a line to thank you for writing tne 

letter explaning why you took my Ryder 3 Vermonts to be a phony. Since 
then I have received my full refund on that coin. This is the only 
coin I have made such §-, ipJAt ake on, and I am glad I took tne time to 

mt 


check it out for I waa“lllSp3$ious of it when I bought it. . 

I do have some other nice . .genuine . .colonials and for what it is 
worth to you I will mention some of my better pieces. If you can supply 
me with any information of these pieces as to how rare they are, how 
they would rate condition wise among tne known ones, and wnat their 
approximate value might be, this would be greatly appreciated. 


1. Mass. 

2. n 

3. " 

4. 

5. " 

6 . " 

7. 

8 . 


10 . 

11 . 

12 . 

13. 


N.J. 


tt 

tt 


U ID XF 
** 4B XF 
" 6A AU 
M 6D F-VF 

Id IB VF understruck on Conn. 

" 2bE F 

" 41 G~VG holed 

” 51 VF 

" 12K XF 

" 15M F 

24R VF 

73aa XF showing nicely a Conn, understruck 
14 J AU 


14. Vermont R4 VF 

15. " R6 XF 

16. " R14,16,20,22,27 XF 

17 " R29 AF 

18. " R36 VF 

19. Machin Mills 1771 unlisted in Vlack VF 

20. 1775 ” VF 

21. " Vlack 3 reverse and 5 obverse VG 

22. " Vlack 10 obverse and 13 reverse ' 


23. 1785 Nova Constellatio Vlack no 7 in XF 

24 . Fugio, cross after date, states united and United Sfc&fcfes both VF-XF 


and 1766 Mexican 4R in XF and 1768 Ouatamalan 4r F-VF > , 

and a continental button with eagle on globe a ad ’excelsior underneath 
and ’treble plated’ on reverse . .worn 


I realize you will not have time to commont on allof these, but 
to whatever extent you can comment on those pieces that hit you... it 
will be greatly appreciateed. 

Sincerly. . 

I , / CLy— 0>j 

Richard August 

p 3 5 & v^-c. CJ-h -VVst. A\ £- v e. c -c i /? ^ 1 

V\ ^ s -Vo ^VnoVo ^ ‘j 

Wc, c. 'S "VV ~^r vs-tu; o r x \ vts or- r - ars eS, 





ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 

6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5 , Missouri 


February 3, 1967 



Deer Mr. August: 


Since we are in the process of writing a 
monograph on the Mach ins Mills matter, I suggest 
that you send to me, for examination, the four 
items you list in your letter sent on February 2,1967. 

Your cooperation is most appreciated* 


Sincerely yours. 


ERIC P, HEVMAN MUM ISM/ TIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 


E J/atb 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 



^^e^endi^Sy 4 Machine Kills coins to you. Yesterday I encountered 
a very serious natter at the Providence Post Office .An insured package 
containing coins was criminally tampered with and . one coin stolen. I have 
always had the* idea of not using the mails (even in insured mail ) in sending 
what" I believe are non-replacibje coins for me. This incident confirms 

V3 "x 'have .however, no wish to withhold any information from you. I am trying 
to rho to graph the coins and will send you a copy when I can do this. I also 
would like to give a short write-up in the colonial newsletter .Snould 
you ever be around Boston, you are most welcome to come and see any Ox 

my coins in the bank, ^ . 

I realize that coin collecting has been forced . more ana more to 
take precautions against thieves. Soon even banks will not be safe. 


It*’s a sad comment on morals. 


Sincerely, 




Richard August 


Form #105 


February 13, 1967 


MEMORANDUM 


To 


Mr. Richard August 


From Eric P. Newman 


Dear Mr. August: 

I certainly understand your feeling. Could you furnish 
rubbings of the four Machin's Mill pieces, as that will serve 
my purpose for the present. 

Coin business is so poor for the marginal dealer, that 
dealing in stolen goods has become the answer. 


Sincerely yours. 




E^N/atb 


P.O.Box ll|020 

St. Louis, Missouri 63178 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 

6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5 , Missouri 


March 23, 1967 


r. Richard August 


Beer Mr# Augusts 

Thank you for your rubbings. 

I find that I do have to see and photograph 
your pieces as you seen to have some items which s re in 
better condition than those I have seen before. Would you 
be kind enough to send me your 1771, which you said has 
die breaks on the reverse, and your 1772 with the tfleck 
Mo. 3 reverse and Vlack #5 obverse. Please mail then 
to me at: 


P.O.Box 1 1*020 

St. Louis, Missouri, 63178. 

We will take the risk of replacing them, if lost. I sug- 
gest that you send them by Certified Mail. 

I have hundreds of photographs to check over 
before I can tell how many varieties there are. I have 
been working on this subject for twenty years. In writ- 
ing it up, I believe I will have a great deal that is 
new and not just die varieties. 

I certainly appreciate your help snd the help 
of many others who have similarly participated over the 

years . 

Sincerely yours. 


ERIC ?. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 

EPN/a tb 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 



ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 

6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


May l£, 196 7 


Vi r. Richard August 


Depr tr. /ugusts 

This is just a reminder end a comment. 

You will recall that in our letter of March 23,1967 
I asked you for photos of your 1771 halfpence and your 1772 
halfpence or to send them to me for that purpose. We hope 
you can arrange the latter. Please do not worry ©bout the 
matter. I send coins by Certified Mail so that I won't have 
to state what is inside. With Registered Mail you do have 
to state what is in it. I'll send you copies of the pictures 
of your coins, naturally, but need your pieces for my layout. 

The other reason for this letter Is that your rubbings 
state on the margin that the obverses of your 177!? halfpence 
and of your 1771 halfpence are the same. I believe they are 
different - the easiest points of comparison being, (l) the 
relative position of the left upright of V in GBORGIVS end 
the adjacent I. In one case they are almost parallel} (2) 
the distance between the elements of III. Please check this as 
the letter punches are identical. Is the head punch identical? 

You ought to search Rhode Island well for counterfeit 
halfpence as it Is the source of the word, Bungtown, and was 
so flooded with them it passed the first lsw In 178§ against 
base coppers mentioning their American production. 

Please let us have your cooperation. 

Sincerely, 


EPN/atb 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 



ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 

6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5 , Missouri 


September 1 5, 1967 



The summer has passed and I have never 
heard from you with respect to my request for 
photographs of the two pieces which I asked you 
to send in my letters of May 1S> and May 29* 1 

hope you can give me your cooperation as everyone 
else seems to do it and it is the only way studies 
can proceed. Some people think that by having 
an item unlisted that there is a benefit. The 
two items you have I am already familiar with 
but, as I told you, they seem to be better in 
condition than those I have pictures of. Please 
let me have your cooperation. 

We will be glad to pay for the photo- 
graphy if that would be helpful. 

Sincerely yours. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 


EPN /stb 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 

6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5 , Missouri 


February 19, 1968 


Mr. Richard August 



If ray comments disturbed you I am sin- 
cerely sorry. I was being humorous when you 
were in no mood for it, since you had so much 
trouble in getting the pictures. Intended humor 
often has the opposite effect, as you know. 

I am appreciative of your help. I re- 
spect your telling me what you think and' thus 
the matter can be resolved as I did not intend 
to be critical. 

If you ever set a price in cash for 
your duplicate Machins I have a friend who probably 
wants it. I hope its condition is nice. 

Keep up the Machin's hunt. 

Sincerely, 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 

EPN 

atb 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 
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February 19, 1968 



Dear Mr. Augusts 


If ray comments disturbed you I am sin- 
cerely sorry. I was being humorous when you 
were in no mood for it, since you had so much 
trouble in getting the pictures. Intended humor 
often has the opposite effect, as you know. 

I am appreciative of your help. I re- 
spect your telling me what you think and thus 
the matter can be resolved as I did not intend 
to be critical. 

If you ever set a price in cash for 
your duplicate Machins I have a friend who probably 
wants it. I hope its condition is nice. 

Keep up the Machin's hunt. 

Sincerely, 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 


E P M 

atb 



April 15, 1968 



Dear Mr. August; 


8ince receiving your letter I tried 
many times to telephone you, at your home, and 
never got an answer. 

Would you he nice enough to write 
me and tell me where I can reach you by telephone 
and what time is best. 


Sincerely yours, 


Eric P. Newman 

6450 Cecil Avenue 

St. Louis, Missouri 63105 

or 

P.O.Box 14020 

St. Louis, Missouri 63178 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 

6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


April 29, 1963 



Dear Mr. August: 

Thank you, very much, for telephoning me a few 
nights ago. 


As I told you, I thought the opportunity to look 
through a small trunk of old dirty coppers of the 1700' s 
is one which I hope materializes. Would you. proceed, 
cautiously, to ask the drug ist if this could be done. 

As I told you, also, I will gladly come to 
Providence to work on the matter if it appeal’s important. 
The fact that it is inherited certainly makes it sound 
interesting . 

I will await hearing from you and, naturally, 
suggest that you keep its existence as quiet as possible 
until it can be determined what the man has. 

Thank you, very much, for the other information 
in your letter. 


Cordially, 


EPN/atb 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5 , Missouri 

September 3* 1968 


Mr, Richard August 


Deer Mr, August: 

Your letter sent August lb, 1968 has put me to vork. 

I am glad that you acquired a nice St. Patrick half- 
penny as these are scarce. 

As to your New Jersey piece, as soon as you photograph 
it, send me a copy of the photograph and I will endeavor to 
compare it to others which are unpublished, as I have a great 
many photographs available. I am sure you have a nice rarity 
and will try to give you what information my files show with 
respect to it. 

As to the Philadelphia item. I believe you are familiar 
with t v e fact that the Low list of Hard Time tokens has No. Ih9 
end No, 152, both of which are Philadelphia. They are botfc made 
of feuchtwanger metal and perhaps the one you are involved with 
is somewhat the same kind. I cannot find it listed in the books 
I have available. 

Be very careful of a Noe 1, which weighs 79 grains. It 
is probably counterfeit. A rusted die was never used and you will 
see the late die atange in Noe 1 in my monograph on the dood 
Samaritan. This late die state was copied in making a forgery 
die and there are others. 

Since you hsve made no progress on the fellow who has 
the little hoard of coppers, would you let me have his name and 
let me work on him with our Foundation stationery? 

Please also tell me where I can telephone you from 

now on. 


Sincerely yours, 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 


CC: 

Mr, August 

98 Crowninshield Road 
Brookline, Mass, 

A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 



ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 

6450 Cecil Avenue , St. Louis 5, Missouri 


December 2 , 1968 



Deer Mr. August: 


I did not Xray the R -3 as I didn’t think 
it necessary because of its specific gravity. 

As to my talk on English coppers, I sent 
it to Vlack to read. I don’t want copies of it made 
because I expect to publish an enlarged version of 
it. If Vlack will send it back to me via you that 
is okay. You can then review the evidence I have 
as to the coppers made just over the border at North 
Swansea, Massachusetts. Is your place near Taunton 
only rumor? Guesses ore acceptable as a basis for 
research but not a basis for proof. These Swansea 
or Rehoboth pieces were before state coinage fran- 
chises and thus you are right about not being over- 
struck on state coinage. 

Have a good holiday. 

Sincerely, 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCTION SOCIETY 


EPN 

a tb 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 



ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 

6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5 , Missouri 


November 22, 1968 



Dear Mr, A igustt 


The Ryder 3 Vermont copper in V F to XF condition 
is acknowledged. It weighs 113% grains and has e specific 
gravity of 8 . 3 . It is well centered with the beading showing 
on the obverse from I 4 o’clock clockwise to 2 o’clock end on 
the reverse from Q clockwise to S. There is a dent on the 
obverse in the lowest hill directly under the fourth tree 
from the left. The E in decims has a planchet defect at the 
serif on the right end of the upper crossbar. It is a strong 
strike . 

We cannot find it pictured in earlier collections. 
It is close to the finest known as my personal specimen 
(Wt. 112 grains, sp, gr. 8.6) is in XF and very dark brown in 
color. Your piece has been somewhat cleaned in the past and 
is almost raw on the edge. I see nothing which would indicate 
that it was other then genuine. However, raw edges result 
sometimes from copper plating a joint where two faces are 
pieced, but perhaps this raw edge could have been from an 
excessive cleaning job. The slightly low specific gravity is 
noticed on other Vermont pieces and can result from air, 
carbon, or slag in the rolled co per. The Breen pistes do 
not have as nice a piece. The Crosby illustrated piece is 
not clear. 


The Bennington Museum piece was stolen but was 
not as nice. The Yale piece was stolen but we have no de- 
scription. We cannot help you on the validity of the title 
to the piece and you must determine that for yourself. 

As to the Connecticut 16(5) and 16(6) these are the 
same according to Barnsley and he just eliminates 16(6) for 
convenience . 


We are returning your Vermont piece herewith 

REGISTER’D Kindest regards, 

MA IL 


J +h ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 

EDUCATION SOCTETY 

A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 



November 22, 1963 


P.S. We looic forward to photo- 
graphing your Ka chin’s rarity 
somehow and will try to meet yo 
in Boston on the next trip* 


From the desk of 
ERIC P. NEMAN 


Dear Eric, 

I just got your letter and am 
replying before I go on vacation. 

I believe the obverse of 20R- and 20Q 
to be identical. The 20R 1771 piece 
I believe I have already checked for 
you to see if its obverse differed 
from 20Q, 1775* I think if you check 
your piles youtwill find that I even 
sent you a picture of the obverse 
and reverse of 20R which showed the obverse 
to be not different .However , tomorrow 
I will againr| go to the bank and check. 

If there is aTLy difference I will 

append notice of this and rubbings to this fk 

letter • 

I am returning yo\Jr 177^ Machin's 
picture. I did not get my piece from 
this die from the Charle French sale 
not have I obtained any Machin’s ever 
from him. I am therefore quite curious 
why you imagined this for I never 
mentioned any such thing., If you heard 
this misinformation from some source, I 
would be quite curious to know where. 

Please jot me a short note on this. 

Thanks for the note. 

I am also enclosing rubbings of 
two very curious pieces which were 
sent to me .One is a 6 pence, the other 
a 2 pence. I cannot find them listed 
in either Noe book on pines or Oaks. 

I am going to check to see if they’re 
in the short book on the Good Sammaritan 
shilling and other fabrications. 

over 




The pieces are thin, in poor shape, and 
appear to have been hammered to a slightly- 
dished shape .1 showed them to Bob Vlack 
today and he said he had never seen any 
items quite like these before* They 
were offered to me, and I in turn offered 
them to Mr. Vlack for $500 ^which 
of course is more than reasonable if 
these pieces are both new dies). He 
declined the offer for he was not sure 
about the authenticity of - the pieces. 

They are not cast, but he thought they 
might probably be contemporary counterf iets . 
I myself thought this a possibility but 
the pieces seem far* unlike the Noe 15 and 14 
pieces and far nearer like acceptable 
pieces .However, as I leave on vacation 
on Monday I have to return the two 
pieces to the party that offered them 
toiiie bycmail.If they had only been 
been offered to me more reasonably I 
would have gamoled the money myself. 

Please try to make something of the 
rubbings for there is a chance *1 can re— 
obtain the pieces after Jan 3rd. Please 
write on these, -and if v you have a chance to 
send a copy of your adVess to me after 
Jan 1,1 would like to read it. 

• Got to run now, 

* 



ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 

6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


December 10, 1968 



Thank you, very much, for the list of your 
Macbins Hills holdings. This should be very helpful. 


For the present I surest that the next time 
you go to the bank, you make a pencil rubbing or two 
of the variety you describe as 20-R. From the rubbing 
you previously sent it appears to have some minor 
differences from the obverse of 20-Q, which I assume is 
a 1775 piece. 

I am enclosing some photos of what I imagine 
is your 177U coin which you acquired from the Charlie 
French sale, in Harrisburg. 


My personal collection includes all of those 
you have listed except the 20-R. It also has some 
additional ones which are not necessarily Mechins 
Mills and some which appear to be. I don't think I 
have any duplicates which will help you. 


Have a nice holiday. 


Sin cerely yours. 


EPN /etb 


FRIG P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 

6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5 , Missouri 


December 20, 1968 



Dear Mr. Augusts 


Just a quick note to clear up the items you mention, 

, T he reason 1 assumed that you obtained the 177h 
machine from the Charlie French Sale was because Bill 
Anton liras the buyer and I did not know anyone else who 
ves working with him to buy this material. I bid on 
it by mail but he outbid me. Apparently there is 
someone else vigorously collecting these pieces. 

, The two Massachusetts pieces leave me unimpressed, 
without having seen them I cannot comment but I have 
never seen a contemporary counterfeit of Massachusetts 
silver and that type of assumption is, so far as I 
know, without evidence. Many counterfeits were made 
about 100 years ago, as you know. 

As soon as Vlack returns my copy of the talk I can 
sena it to you if you wish. 

I hope you have had a delightful vacation. 

Sincerely yours. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 


EPN./atb 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 


